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*Cover*: Possible ways DNA helices may come together are modeled in the simple cubic lattice (Z3) (top row). The geometry of the preformed juxtaposition (middle row) remains unchanged while the conformational possibilities of the rest of the chain(s) (dashed curves) are either enumerated exhaustively for short chains or sampled statistically using Monte Carlo techniques for longer chains. Shown (bottom row) is the perspective of the small type-2 topoisomerase (green circle) where the global linkage is hard to ascertain globally. Strand passage at a hooked juxtaposition, which is more likely to occur when the two chromosomes are linked globally, will unlink. For more information, see the paper by Liu *et al.* in this issue.
